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Be ready always to give an anſwer to every 
man, that aſketh you a reaſon of the hope 
that is in you, with meekneſs and fears 4 
1 Pet. ni. 13. 1 
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PLAIN REASONS 


FOR BEING A 


CHRISTIAN. 


— 


INTRODUCTION. 


 $ T was born of parents, who bear the 
chriſtian name; and was inſtructed 
by them, from my earlieft infancy, in 
the principles and duties of chriſtia- 
nity; tho” this in it ſelf is no reaſon, why I ſhould 
believe and ſubmit to it: yet I think, in grati- 
tude to them for their care in my education, and 
from the deference I owe to their natural autho- 
rity over me, I am bound to examine the reli- 
gion, in which they have brought me up; that I 
may know, whether it be conſiſtent with the 
truth and reaſon of things, and conſequently 
worthy my acceptation and belief, 8 

I am, indeed, abundantly perſuaded, that 
religion ought to be my own free and rational 
choice; and that conviction, and not human au- 
thority, muſt be the rule of my judgment con- 
cerning it: and as I was directed by my parents, 
to examine and judge for my ſelf; and find the 
chriſtian religion in particular appealing to the 
reaſon and conſciences of mankind; I have endea- 
B 2 I 
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40 
== your'd to make the moſt impartial enquiry I am 
4 capable of; and upon the ſtricteſt examination, 


1 
THE reaſon of my mind tells me, that there 
is a Gop, i. e. an eternal, all- perfect Being, the 
original cauſe and preſerver of all things, the great 
author of all the relations and dependences of 
things upon each other, the creator, proprietor, 
and therefore natural lord and governor of all 
the reaſonable creation. 

From hence it follows; that all creatures, who 
are capable of underſtanding their derivation from 
him, their dependence on him, and their relation 
to him, are indiſpenſably and neceſſarily obliged 
to pay him thoſe acknowledgments and ſervices, 

which reſult from, and are ſuitable and proper to 
their reſpective circumſtances and conditions. 

And by conſequence, religion i. e. the worſhip 
adlnd ſervice of Gop, is the neceſſary duty of every 
7 reaſonable creature; and ought to be maintained 
and kept up in the world: and every man in 
particular is bound to make choice of that religion; 
which appears to him moſt conſonant to reaſon, 
aa nd to carry in it the moſt evident marks of its 
being from Gop, and moſt agrecable to his nature 
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II, 
As I find that religion is the neceſſary duty of 
every reaſonable creature; I am farther convinced 
pf my obligation to make uſe of all the helps I 
an, to underſtand wherein the nature of it doth 
& conſiſt, And upon enquiry, I can think of but 
= two ways by which I can come to the knowledge 
Sf it.: and. theſe are, either the dictates of my 
* 8 
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ovm mind and reaſon; or ſome informations, 


diſcoveries and revelations from Gon, the great 
object of my religious worſhip. | 


The reaſon of my mind is that, which renders 


vw 
1, \ 


me capable of diſcerning what is fit and unfit in 
diſpoſition and behaviour, arifing from the rela- 
tions of things; and from hence I detive the no- 
tion, and infer the reality of moral obligation. 
And when I farther conſider the firſt independent 
mind as the author of theſe relations, and fitnefles 
which ariſe from them; I am convinced, that it is 


bis will, that I ſhould act ſuitably to them; and 
that I offend, when I do not; and from hence 1 


infer the certainty of religicus obligation. And 
ſince this moral and religious obligation owes its 


riſe only to my reflections upon the nature of man, 


and the relation I. ſtand in to Gop, and other 


beings; this is properly natural religion, or the re- 


ligion of nature, 


Now, tho' the religion of Nature be prior to, 


and diſtin from revealed religion; and gives the 
character, by which we are to judge of the truth 


of revelation: yet the expediency of a divine re- 


velation, to lead men into a due knowledge of the 
principles, duties, and advantages of religion, ap- 


pears; 


From that groſs ignorance of Gop, and duty, 


which ſprung from the general corruption and de- 


generacy of mankind; which rendered it high, 


improbable, that any one in ſuch circumſtancess 
ſhould ariſe, who ſhould ' be able to make the 


neceſſary diſcoveries of Gop and his perfectionsg 
and with clearneſs and ſolidity to repreſent men 


= 


obligations in their proper extent and compaſs : 4 


leaſt, not without thoſe mixtures of weakneſs a 
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prejudiced to diſregard his inftruftions, and thus 
abate the general ſucceſs of them. 

But if we could ſuppoſe his doctrines to be 
pure and unmixed; it is not probable, they 
would have a general, or indeed any conſiderable, 
| influence over the ſtrong biaſs that vice univerſally 

practiſed had given to men, without the marks 

of a proper authority to awaken them to conſi- 

deration ; eſpecially as thoſe doctrines could not 

but want the motives and encouragements propor- 
tionate to fuch an effect. 

*Tis indeed probable, that in ſuch a ſituation 

men might be led to ſee, that by acting contrary 

do the reaſon and fitneſs of things they had offend- 

ed the firſt and moſt perſect mind: the natural 

conſequence of this would be fear of puniſhment, 

This fear muſt be infinite and boundleſs, as the 

power of Go is conceived to be unlimited, and 

as the nature and duration of the puniſhment 

would be abſolutely unknown. A conſideration 

highly unfavourable to all endeavours to break off 

their ſinful habits, and attain to the contrary habits 
of virtue! 

However, if we could ſuppoſe men by ſuch 
a fear of puniſhment perſuaded to repentance, 
i. e. to ceaſe from acting contrary to the fitneſs 
of things, and to conform themſelves for the fu- 
ture to it; their former violation of this unalte- 
rable law of reaſon. would remain, and can't in 
Arict ſpeaking be undone by any better behaviour 
afterwards; and of conſequence their fears of pu- 
niſhment muſt remain. 

If we ſuppole that mens natural notions of the 
divine goodneſs, and the forbearance that Gon 
exerciſes in the courſe of his providence, 4 
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' tead them to think it probable, that repentance 
' would ſecure them from the dreaded puniſhment ; 
" ſuch probability would in the nature of things 

be mixed with the greateſt uncertainty ; eſpecially 
| becauſe upon conſideration, men, in the circum- 

ftances we now place them, would find, after all, 
their deviations from the law of reafon many,. 
and their virtue imperfect; and therefore there 
would ſtill be uneaſy ſuſpicions, whether it be con- 

ſiſtent with the wiſdom of the ſupreme governor, 
entirely to remit the puniſhment due to ſuch 

repeated offences. 

If we ſuppofe, that men might reaſon themſelves. 
into this firm purſuaſion and hope, that a return to 
a ſincere, tho* imperfect virtue, would ſecure them 
from the deſerved evil; yet this will not lay a ſolid: 
foundation to expect that happineſs, and thoſe marks: 
of the divine favour, which might have been hoped 
for, if there had been no deviations from the rule 
of right and fit. Here the light of nature is at an en- 
tire loſs, and can never give men the neceſſary 
aſſurances in this important article. 

If it ſhould appear inconſiſtent with the perfecti- 
ons of Deity, not to make a diſtinction between thoſe 
who return to virtue, and thoſe who obſtinately 
continue to act contrary to the fitneſs of things; 
yet the degree and manner of doing it will ſtill 
remain doubtful and uncertain, this being wholly 
dependant on the unknown pleaſure and wiſdom 
of Gop. And of conſequence, the light of nature: 
cannot determine, whether an imperfect virtue may. 
not have ſuitable degrees of puniſhment in another. 
ſtate : or if the probability ſhould preponderate 
on the other ſide, that Gop would reward a lincere, 
tho' imperſect virtue; reaſon could never aſſure = 
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of what nature that reward ſhould be, nor how dict 
=_— its continuance, 'pofſi 

s every man finds himſelf liable to death, a re- unl 
ſurrection could ſcarcely be made appear by the He 
light of nature probable; much leſs a reſurrection, ſha 
accompanied with ſuch favourable alterations as the Sh: 
chriſtian religion diſcovers, In a word, if the pre 
light of. nature could aſſure me of a future ſtate, off 
it could never make me certain that it ſhould be ſel 
a ſtate of rewards ;. ſince the virtue of this life is ab 
ſo very imperfect, that the other life might. prove ca 
a new ſtate of farther trial. ſe 

But if it could go ſo far as to render it proba- hi 
ble, that it ſhould be a ſtate of recompence ; yet pe 
wherein the rewards of it conſiſt, and how long V 

their continuance and duration ſhall be, it is ſo 
little capable of giving any diſtin account of, 7 
that the greateſt and wiſeſt of men, who had no I 
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other guide but this, appear to have lived and died 
in the greateſt uncertainties about them ; a full 
proof, that the light of nature is not able to inſtruct 
| us in theſe important articles with any ſufficient 
clearneſs and certainty, 'T he conſequence of which 
is, that men would want the proper arguments 
and motives to become virtuous with ſteadineſs 
and. conſtancy, againſt all the difficulties and 
temptations of a genera] and univerſal degeneracy, 


III. 

SINCE therefore. the natural reaſon of my 
mind appears thus greatly defective, and inſuffici- 
ent; I. have conſidered the other method of diſco- 
| vering the will of Gop, and the principles and 
Cl | duties of religion, viz. immediate revelation from 
GOD himſelf. And as this involves no contra- 
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bow diction in the nature of the thing; it muſt be 
"poſſible to him, to whom belongs ſupreme and 
unlimited power: ſhall not he that made the eye ſee ? 


He that gave us all our converſable powers, 
ſhall he not be able to converſe with us himſelf ? 


Shall not the father of ſpirits, who is intimately 


preſent to every being, have an acceſs to his own 
offspring, ſo as to aſſure the mind, that it is he him- 
ſelf, by ſuch evidence as ſhall make it unreaſon- 
able to deny, or impoſſible to doubt it? If men 
can make themſelves known, and diſcover their 
ſecret thoughts to each other; ſurely Gop can make 
himſelf known to men: elſe we muſt ſuppoſe his 
power more bounded than theirs, and that he 
wants a real perfection which they are poſſeſs'd of. 

And as this is poſſible, my reaſon farther tells 
me, *tis highly deſirable; the better to inſtruct 
me what Go is, and what I am my ſelf; what I 
muſt do, and what I ſhall be; to fave men the 
labour of a ſlow and tedious compaſs of obſervation, 
experience and argument, which every one is not 
fit for, and which thoſe who are, would be glad 
to be aſſiſted in; to free me from the uncertainties 
and fears of my mind, that ariſe from the con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt, the fenſe of my being account- 
able, and the apprehenſions I have of a future 
ſtate; to regulate my conduct, and guide me with 
ſafety in the midſt of prevailing ignorance and dark. 
neſs, the miſtakes and corruptions of mankind, 
the ſnares ef bad examples, and the numerous 
temptations to folly and vice; to eſtabliſh my hopes, 
by fixing the rule of worſhip, ſettling the conditions 
of pardon, aſſuring me of neceſſary aſſiſtance, and 
promiſing ſuch rewards as are proper to ſupport 
me under all the diſſiculties of my preſent duty, 


Theſe things the world by wiſdom knew not; they 
Were 


were vain and miſtaken in their imagination, and | 
their fooliſh heart was darken'd. 


And as ſuch a revelation is both poſſible and de- \þ 
firable, the probability that there hath been one may 


be fairly argued; from the univerſal ignorance and 


corruption that hath overſpread the world; the 


characters of Gop as er and governor of man- 

kind; the acknowledged goodneſs and equity of 
his nature; the ſudden and aſtoniſhing reformation, 
that hath once been in the world; the numerous pre- 
tences, that have been made to revelation in all ages 


and nations; which ſeem to argue the general con- 


ſent of mankind, as to the expediency and reality 
of it, and its neceſlity to give Teligion its proper 
certainty, authority, and force, 

If then there be any religion in the world, that 
fairly makes out its title to be a revelation from 
God ; by ſuch internal characters belonging to it, 
and ſuch external proofs attending it, which are fit 
and proper in themſelves to convince a reaſonable 
and impartial enquirer, and may be juſtly expected 
in a matter of ſuch importance; I am bound to 
acknowledge and ſubmit to ſuch a religion, and to 
receive it under the honourable character of a divine 
revelation, And as the chriſtian religion makes 
its pretenſions to ſuch a character and authority; I 
have endeavoured fairly to examine the proofs and 
evidence that attend it, as they are contain'd in 
thoſe books which are known by the name of the 
New-Teſtament, to,which chriſtians appeal, as to the 
infallible rule of their faith and practice, and the ſole 
judge of all controverſies in their religion, And 
upon the moſt an eee enquiry, I find, 


IV. 
THAT there is the bi reaſon to believe, that 


theſe 
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theſe books are authentick and genuine; there be- 
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ing the ſame, or rather greater proofs of their being 
y written by the perſons whoſe names they bear, and 
to whom they are aſcribed, than any other antient 

books have, tho' of the cleareſt credit, and moſt 


unqueſtionable authority, This is ſupported by 
the teſtimony of many writers, who either were 
the contemporaries of the authors of the books of 
the New-Te/tament, or lived immediately after 
them ; who frequently quote and refer to them, 


both amongſt chriſtians themſelves, who tranſcribe 


many parts of them in their works; and amongſt 
the, Fews and Heathens, who expreſly mention 
them az the authors of the books aſcribed to 
them; tho” they had the greateſt averſion to the 
Chriſtian Religion, their intereſt obliged them to 
diſprove it, and they had all the opportunity and 
power in their hands to do it. So that here there 
15 an univerſal agreement, without any contrary 
claim, or pretenſion to other authors. 

That the accounts they have given us in theſe 
writings are genuine and true, I argue from 
the characters and circumſtances of the writers 
themſelves. They were perſons of undoubted 
integrity; as appears by the innocence of their 


lives, their ſolemn appeals to Gop, the ſtrict 


obligations they were under to truth by the 
principles of their own religion, their inculca- 
ting truth and ſincerity upon others by the no- 
bleſt motives, their having no worldly intereſt 
to biaſs them, and their chearfully ſealing the 
teſtimony they gave by their blood, 

They had the moſt certain knowledge of the 
things of which they wrote; which were either 
doctrines, that they received immediately from 
Chriſt himſelf, or the inſpiration of his Spirit; 

| . or 
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or facts, done in their own times, and of which eith 
| they were either eye witneſſes, or principal a- ties 
nts, and which have been preſerved by pub- of 
ck memorials and folemn rites, that have ob- wl 
tained in all ages of the chriſtian church. pu 
Their education, capacities, and circumſtances wi 
| of life, render'd it impoſſible for them to invent ut 
ſo rational, conſiſtent and grand a ſcheme as the of 
chriſtian religion contains; they wrote at divers th 
times and places, upon different occaſions, ſudden tt 
emergencies, and important controverſies, which pe 
prevented any reaſonable ſuſpicions of combination t. 
or united fraud, fl 
The ſeveral accounts they give of the people 4 
and affairs of the time in which, according to 
their own relation, the things they report, = 
pen'd, entirely agree with other writers of undoubt- 
ed authority; which is a very ſtrong preſumption | 
of their being authentick and agreeable to truth, 
That theſe writings are Hill the ſame, without 
any material alterations, is evident from the great 
value and credit they have been always in amongſt 
chriſtians; who ever eſteemed them, as the rule-of 
their faith and life, and the ground of their comfort 
and hope; from their being publickly read in the 
chriſtian churches, as a part of their ſolemn wor- 
ſhip; their being early tranſlated from authentick 
| copies, which long continued in the chriſtian. 
church, into moſt of the known languages of the 
world, and the harmony and agreement of ſuch 
| tranſlations; from the quotations made from them, 
{till remaining in antient writers; from the con- 
| ſtant appeals made to them by the various ſeats, 
that appeared amongſt chriſtians, in all matters 
controverted by them; for which reaſon they 
could not be corrupted in any material 2 
| either 
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of fraud and impoſture upon them, 

with every character of their being genuine and 
pure; and have been handed down, in the main, 
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either by common conſent, or by any mars par- 


ave no marks 
ut are attended 


without any adulteration or mixture, thro' many 
ſucceſſions of ages, (notwithſtanding the violence 


of perſecution; the ſtrict ſearch and enquiry into 


them; the errors and corruptions that have been in- 
troduced into the church; the intereſt of crafty, ſu- 
perſtitious, and deſigning men to add to, or take from 
them; and the endeayours of tyrants utterly to de- 
ſtroy them) by their own intrinſicꝭ excellency and evi- 
dence, and the ſpecial protection and care of providence, 
Upon theſe conſiderations, I am abundantly con- 
vinced, that the books of the New-Teftament have 
all the evidence, which any antient writings have, 
or can have, of their being authentick and genuine 
and that therefore *tis unreaſonable to call this matter 
into queſtion, when ſo many other writings are uni- 
verſally owned upon much [ef evidence ; no man of 
common ſenſe pretending to doubt of the genuineneſs 
and truth of them. And therefore, whatſoever ac- 
count theſe writings give of the nature of the chriſ- 
tian religion, I am bound to receive as the true ac- 
count; and to examine its authority by thoſe facts, 
which they relate as the proper evidence and proof 
of it. Now as I ſhould naturally expect to find in 
a revelation that is really from Gop, ſuitable and 
worthy accounts of his perfections and attributes; ſo, 


. 

I farther find, to my great fatisfaction, that the 

things ſpoken of Gop in the chriſtian revelation, 

are ſuitable to thoſe notions of him; which I can 

prove the truth of, TS reaſon of my own 3 
5 an 
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light of nature can firmly demonſtrate, and the moſt 
thoughtful and learned heathens have agreed m, the 
neceſſity of Gop's exiſtence, the abſolute perfection 
of his nature, his immenſity and abſolute unchange- 
ableneſs; his comprehenſive knowledge, his infinite 
wiſdom, and his almighty power; the rectitude 
of his nature, his boundleſs and extenſive goodneſs, 
and his impartial equity and juſtice ; his being the 
creator of the world ; his being the ſupreme Lord 
and governour of univerſal nature, and the father 
and friend of mankind ; his being a lover of virtue, 
and determined finally to accept and reward it, 
Now the records of the chriſtian revelation, 
are ſo far from containing any thing contrary to 
theſe apprehenſions; that they confirm, enlarge 
and enforce them. They ſpeak of his neceſſary 
exiſtence in a noble and comprehenſive way: 
they deſcribe him as filling all things, and as 
without the leaſt variableneſs or ſhadow of turning 
as the King immortal, inviſible, and eternal; as 
having life in himſelf; as the ſearcher of the heart, 
and knowing all things; as Gop only, . e. ſu- 
premely, infinitely wiſe ; as irreſiſtible in power 
as abſolutely holy ; as rich in goodneſs ; as juſt in his 
proceedure; as the creator of the worlds viſible and 
inviſible; as upholding all things by the word of his 
power; as the obſerver of mens actions, a lover of 
their virtue, and ready to aſſiſt them in it and re- 
ward it, It gives the nobleſt repreſentations of his 
chims of worſhip and obedience from all his rea- 
ſonable creatures; of his peculiar love to mankind ; 
and his eſpecial favour to all the virtuous and good. 
It deſcribes him to our minds, as ſeated on his throne 
of grace: as ſending a perſon of the higheſt character, 
to 


and which have been entertained by the wiſeſt and 1 
beſt of men in all ages and nations of the world. The 
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to lead men, by his example and inſtructions, to 


knowledge and piety, to peace of conſcience and 
eternal happineſs ; as diſpenſing by him pardon to 
the penitent, comfort to the afflicted, hope to the 
> miſerable, and life to ſinners under the condemna- 
tion of fin and death: as having appointed a day for 


5 univerſal judgment; as judging all in righteouſneſs 


according to their deeds, and the advantages they en- 
joy; as the final puniſher of the impenitently wicked; 
and as the everlaſting portion and reward of all, who 
by a patient continuance in well doing, feet after glory, 
hanour, and immuartality, Theſe repreſentations of 
Gop my mind and reafon highly approve of ; and 
when I read them in the chriſtian records, they 
awaken my admiration, fill my ſoul with the warmett 
love, and excite within me a becoming reverence 


and godly fear, 


VI. 

AS the chriſtian religion gives the nobleſt repre- 
ſentations of the attributes of Gop; I farther find, 
that it requires the moſt rational and excellent wor- 
ſhip of him; the worſhippers whom the Father declares 
he now ſeeks, being ſuch only as worſhip him in ſpirit 
and in truth, The rule of the goſpel extends only to 
decency and order, but contains no directions about 
external pomp and pageantry. The method of wor- 
ſhip it preſcribes is not ſo much by politive rites and 
ceremonies, that have no intrinſick worth and ex- 
cellency in them; as by a ſteady belief and worthy 
apprehenſions of Gop's perfections and providence, 
by fervent love, by reverence and godly fear, by 
hope in his mercy, by ſubmiſſion to his will, by 
the ſacrifice of a broken and contrite heart, by gra- 
titude, adoration, and praiſe, and by fervent hum- 
ble ſupplication and prayer; in a word, by the ex- 

B 2 erciſe 


(616) 


virtues of an holy life. 


I find all the writings of the Neo- Teſtament 


abound with precepts of this kind; and as to ſuch 
poſitive inſtitutions as are enjoined by it, they are 
but few; and theſe not burthenſome in their obſer- 
vance, not pompous and coſtly, not tending to 


erciſe of all holy diſpoſitions, by purity of ſoul, and 
a conſtant careful imitation of Gop in all the 


and encouraging of ſuperſtition, but plain and 


ſignificant; deſigned either to repreſent the pecu- 
lar purity of the chriſtian profeſſion, when men 
take it on them; or as memorials to perpetuate the 
remembrance of thoſe important facts, upon the 
certainty and knowledge of which the authority 
and efficacy of chriſtianity doth entirely depend ; 
and at the ſame time ſuited, in every part of them, 
to promote the purpoſes of piety, and univerſal 
' fervent charity; appointed as obligations upon 
men, to be more careful and exemplary in their 
behaviour, and to abound in all the virtues of a 
good life; and to aſſure them on the part of Gop, 
that if they act agreeably to their obligations and 
profeſſion as chriſtians, they ſhall be made par- 
takers of the moſt valuable and durable bleſſings 
in his everlaſting kingdom and glory. 

And tho' theſe inſtitutions are ſupported by the 
authority of an expreſs command ; yet in order to 
prevent all poflible abuſe of them, the chriſtian 
religion farther expreſsly declares, that whatever 
claims men may hereafter make to the rewards of 
a better world, from their having worn the name 
of Chriſt, or enjoy'd the external privileges of 
his religion, they ſhall not be accepted upon this 
foundation ; but that they themſelves ſhall be re- 
jected, if they are found workers of iniquity ; 
and that none but ſuch as fear Gop and _ 
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righteouſneſs, ſhall receive the recempence of 
righteouſneſs and glory. 

And therefore I am pleaſed farther to obſerve, 
that as the chriſtian religion places the worſhip 
of Gop in the exerciſe of ſuitable affections, 
and in the regular piety and virtue of a good life; 
it farther lays down and inculcates ſuch rules 
and precepts of ſubſtantial holineſs, as are rea- 
ſonable in themſelves, perfect in their kind, and 
well approved of by my judgment and conſcience : 
ſuch, which J find are in their nature, conducive 
to promote the health, the. honour, the reputa- 
tion, the uſefulneſs, the worldly proſperity, the 
peace and ſatisfaction of every individual perſon. 
living and dying; ſuch, which are ſuited to the 
particular ſtations, characters, and circumſtances 
of men in life; and which are therefore calcu- 
lated to promote the ends of civil government, 
and the peace and welfare of civil ſociety; enjoin- 
ing all to cultivate and maintain the moſt fervent 
charity and love, to be merciful in diſpoſition and 
practice, to follow the things that make for peace, 
not to receive men to doubtful diſputations, not 
to cenſure or judge one another upon account of 
differences in opinions; but that ſuch as are /trong 
{ſhould bear with the weak, and all endeavour to 
maintain the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace ; 
doing good for evil, loving and praying ſor our 
enemies, and chearfully forgiving offences and 
injuries againſt us. So that however chriſtianity 
may have been abuſed by ſome, to ſupport a {c- 
cular intereſt; I am abundantly convinced, tis 
not from any tendency of its, precepts to difturb 
the order of civil government, or alter the con- 
ſtitution and form of it amongſt any nations of 


the world; the great view of it being to engage 
32 men 


(15) 
men to govern their paſſions, to be of the moft 
juſt, generous and friendly difpofitions to others, 
to diſcharge the duties of their reſpective ſtations, 
either employing themſelves in honeſt labours, or 
publick ſervices; magi/trates ruling diligently, as 
winifters of GOD for good, and ſubjefts living 
quiet lives in all godlineſs and honeſty. 


VII. 

AS the worſhip, which the chriſtian religion 
enjoins, is thus worthy of Gop; and all its pre- 
cepts for the conduct of life, thus rational and per- 
fect; fo I farther find the motives it propoſes, 
are weighty and ſufficient, if duly confidered and 
attended to, to determine men in the choice of 
that courſe which it recommends; all of them 


worthy the perfections of the bleſſed Gop, and 


fuited to the circumſtances of his degenerate, of- 
fending, and guilty creatures. 

The aſſurance of pardon thro* the blood of Chriſt, 
and of the affiftance of his good ſpirit under all 
the difficulties of our preſent duty, are exceeding- 
ly favourable; and carry in them the nobleſt en- 
couragement to obnoxious and diſabledſinners, when 
they entertain the thoughts of returning to Gop 
their ſovereign and happineſs : and indeed abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to reconcile them to, and render them 

cceſsful in ſuch an attempt. For what heart 
can any one have to begin the difficult work of 
breaking off his ſins, and to enter upon a life of 
holineſs z or what proſpect of ſucceſs ; but under 
the comfortable aſſurance, that his paſt offences 
thall be forgiven, and that he ſhall receive all 


neceſſary aſſiſtances from Gop for the future, in 


ſtruggling with the difficulties that attend the prac- 
tice of virtue? 


The 
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The interceſſion of ſo compaiſionate and powerful 
a friend with Gop, as Feſus Chriſt is repreſented 
to be, is a very firm ground of ſupport, and in- 
Cres confiderate minds with a chearful hope of 
having their perſons and ſervices accepted, and of 
receiving all the neceſſary ſupports and bleſſings of 
life; whatever oppoſition they may meet with from 
the enemies of true religion, and even tho” they 
ſhould be expoſed to the ſevereſt perſecutions upon 
account of their adherence to it. 

The proſpect and full aſſurance of his coming 
to raiſe the dead, and judge the world, and give 
eternal life, to reward his faithful followers with 
everlaſting happineſs, and to puniſh the wicked 
with an everlaſting deſtruction, is an argument 
abundantly ſufficient to perſuade men immediately 
to enter upon the ways of holineſs and virtue, and 
to engage them to perſevere in them with chear- 
fulneſs to the laſt, Eſpecially conſidering, that 

ood men are aſſured that all the inconventences- of 
Fife ſhall be made tolerable and uſeful to them; 
and death, the dread of nature, ſhall be their in- 
troduction into reſt, and the commencement of 
their felicity. In a word, the goſpel ſets before 
men every conſideration to encourage virtue, and 
deter from vice; and gives them particularly ſuch. 
aſſurances of retribution in the other world, as that 
no {tronger motives whatſoever can be deſired or 
needed to make them wiſe, and good, and happy ; 
if they will but ſuffer them to have their proper 
and natural influence upon their minds. 


VIII. 

As the goſpel-precepts of religion and virtue, 
and the motives ſet before men to engage them to 
the love and practice of it, are worthy of Gop, 

and 


(2) 


and ſuitable to their circumſtances and deſires, ſo ® 


the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity relating to 


Feſus Chriſt, the great author and diſpenſer of 3 


it, are ſuch as demand the higheſt regard; ſuch, 
as no founder of any other religion could ever 
pretend to; and yet ſuch, as are entirely conſiſtent 
with the principles of natural religion, and all the 
certain diſcoveries of reaſon ; ſuch, as are ſublime 
and grand in themſelves, uniform and conſiſtent 
with each other, plain and intelligible in the main 
and eſſential points ; and ſuch, as add great ſtrength 
and force to natural religion, as they have an en- 
tire and abſolute tendency to promote godlineſs 

and virtue. 8 
Thus 'tis declared of him, that he was before 
the formation of the world, the word that was 
with GOD, and GOD ; the brightneſs of his father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon ; that the 
father by him created all things; that by him all 
things conſiſt; that he came down from a ſtate of 
heavenly glory to be made fleſh, and divell among /? 
1s; that he came from the very bo/om of his father, 
and had that perfect and complete knowledge of 
his father's will, that no other meſſenger from 
him ever had, or could have; that to enable 
him the better to reveal it to mankind, he had @ 
body miraculouſly prepared for him, which was 
conceived, and born without ſin, but in all ſinleſs 
infirmities like unto his brethren, in the preſent 
ſuffering, afflicted ſtate of the human nature; that 
in this body he choſe ſuch a condition of life, as 
gave him an opportunity of converſing moſt fami- 
liarly with all ſorts of perſons ; became an example 
of the moſt perfe&t purity and goodneſs, by his 
own lowlineſs and meekneſs diſgracing the pride 
and paſſions of the world, and teaching men to 
place 


6219) 

place all real excellency and greatneſs, in honour- 
ing the great Gop and father of all, and doing 
good to their fellow- creatures, even to the worſt 
and meaneſt of mankind. 

That ſo much greatneſs ſhould condeſcend to put 
on ſuch a veil, and ſo glorious a being give ſuch 
amazing proofs of goodneſs, is beyond all parallel. 
It is indeed peculiar to the character of Feſus Chri/t, 
to be poſleſs'd of the glories of the deity, and yet to 
ſtoop to the loweſt ſtate of human nature; to be 
lord of lords, and yet the meekeſt humbleſt man, 
that ever dwelt on earth; to appear amongſt men 
under the form of a ſervant, and to be made of no 
reputation, and yet at the ſame time to be honour'd 
by a voice from heaven, declaring, thts is my belou- 
ed Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 

However, notwithſtanding this amazing condeſ- 
cenſion, great humility, and meanneſs of outward 
form, he is repreſented as aſſuming an authority 


worthy the Son of Gop; an authority and right to 


ſettle the terms of men's acceptance with Gop, 
according as he had received power from his fa. 
ther; an authority to forgive ſins on earth, ſo as 
that they ſhould be forgiven in heaven, and ſo to 
retain ſins, as that they ſhould remain unpardona- 
ble in a future ſtate; an authority and power to 
ſend the ſpirit of his father, and conſtitute him the 
prime miniſter of his kingdom amongſt men ; that 
by his extraordinary and miraculous gifts he might 
confirm the goſpel, and make it ſucceſsful upon 
its firſt publication; and afterwards in every age, 


_ continually accompany it with ſuch impreſſions on 


the hearts of men, as in the efficacy and deſign 
of them, ſhould correſpond to thoſe more extra- 
ordinary gifts, which were poured out on chriſtians 
in common at their firſt embracing the goſpel : 
an 


22 


and finally, an authority to raiſe the dead, and 
judge them when reſtored to life; to ſend all the 


workers of iniquity into everlaſting puniſhment, 
and to reward all who ſincerely believe in him and 
obey him, with eternal happineſs. 

But notwithſtanding theſe high pretenſions, tis 
farther declared of him; that he died the ignomi- 
nious and accurſed death of the croſs, that he died 
a ſacrifice for the ſius of the world, that by his 
death he drew all men to himſelf, and brought to 
paſs that great myſtery of calling in the Gentiles, 
taking away the difference between them and the 

es, making them one houſhold and family; thus 
ounding his 4#:ngdom upon his own .d, and not 
on the blood of his enemies and oppoſers. 

But tho? he died to anſwer theſe ends; yet the 
fame records teſtify, that in ſpite of all the malice 
and oppoſition of his enemies, he ro/e again the 
third day, effectually to remove the offence and 
ſcandal of his own croſs, and to give an exemplar 
and ſure proof of the reſurrection of others by his 
power, at the end of the world: that after his 
reſurrection he abode forty days on earth, to ſettle 
the affairs of his kingdom with his diſciples, com- 
manding them to preach his goſpel ; ſending them 
forth in ſuch a ſtyle of majeſty, as could never be 
equall'd by any carthly monarch, or author of any 
other revelation : All power is given me in heaven 
and in earth; and aſſuring them, that the terms 
upon which they ſhould declare men acquitted or 
condemned, partakers of eternal life or death, 
under the infallible conduct of his ſpirit, ſhould be 
ratified and confirmed in heaven: in this ſenſe in- 
truſting them with, not only the erection and or- 
dering his kingdom upon carth, but alſo with the 
keys of heaven and hell, 
| After 
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After this commiſſion granted to his apoſtles, 


*tis declared of him, that in their preſence he 
aſcended into the heavens, a cloud receiving him 


| out of their ſight, leading captivity captive, trium- 
® phing over thoſe powers of darkneſs, whoſe works 


he came into the world to deſtroy, ſpoiling thoſe 
principalities and powers, thoſe ſpiritual wicked- 
neſſes in high places; that he was ſeated on his 
father's right hand, angels being made ſubje& to 
him, and the god of this world, the ſpirit that 
works in the children of diſobedience, being put 
under his feet, and reſerved by him to be finally 


bruiſed at the judgment of the great day. 


And laſtly, the fame records that give an ac- 


count of his inveſtiture with this high dignity and 
office, do with great conſiſtency and propriety 


declare, that the father hath committed all judg- 


ment to him, that all ſhall appear before his judg- 


ment ſeat; that when he ſhall come to execute 
this important truſt, he ſhall appear in his own 
glory, and in his original form of God, all the 
holy angels attending him, and ſolemnly wait- 
ing round his tribunal ; that then he ſhall be ſeated 
on the throne of his glory; that all nations ſhall be 


gathered before him; that he ſhall ſeparate them 


one from another on his right hand, and on his 
left ; paſs ſentence on them, and thereby deter- 


mine their everlaſting ſtate ; that the wicked ſhall 


go away into everlaſting puniſhment, and the 
righteous be adjudged to life eternal; that he ſhall 
prefent them blameleſs before his father's glory; 
and that, as the concluſion of a'l, he himſelf ſhall 
lay down all rule, all authority and power, deliver 
up the kingdom to God even the Father, become 
ſubject unto him who put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all, ; 

A ſcheme 


(24) 

A ſcheme ſo ſublime and grand, ſo conſiſtent 
with the prerogatives of the great Gop, ſo ſuitable 
to the high dignity and infinite merits of the Son 
of Gop, ſo calculated to awaken men to virtue 
and piety, carries in it all the characters of proba- 
bility and truth, and highly deſerves the moſt at- 
tentive conſideration and regard, 


IX. 

AS theſe peculiar deftrines of chriſtianity carry 
their own recommendation along with them, and 
appear worthy to be received for their intrinſick 
excellency ; ſo they come to us, attended with 
many clear and convincing demonſtrations, that 
it is the will of Gop we ſhould regard them as 
truths coming from him, and as revealed to us by 
his ſpecial order and appointment, for our recovery, 
improvement and perfection. 

eſus of Nazareth, the perſon from whom theſe 
doctrines receive their general name, and are cal- 7. 
led chriſtian, was called the Chrift; becauſe he © 
made pretenſions to a divine miſſion, and always | 
thought and ſpoke of himſelf, as anointed and im- 
powered by Gop to make theſe diſcoveries of his 
will to men; declaring himſelf the Sen of Gop; 
and that perſon, whom the Fews, with whom he 
lived and converſed, had been all along train'd up 
and taught to look for. And of the truth of theſe 
pretenſions he gave ſufficient evidence to every un- 
* and attentive obſerver. 

t was very wiſely ordered, that juſt before his 
appearance in the world, there ſhould ariſe one who 
ſhould prepare men for his coming, and give notice 
of his approach. This John the Baptiſt did, preach- 
ing in the ſpirit and power of Elias, and ſaying, 
prepare ye the way of the Lord; and tho' he did 

no 
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no miracle, yet by his virtuous and ſtrict deport- 
ment, his elf denial, his pathetick exhortations, 
his bold and impartial admonitions and reproofs, 
he obtained the character of a great prophet. This 
man bare witneſs concerning Jeſus, and the things 
be ſaid of him could not but attract the eyes of men 
towards him, and raiſe great expectations from 
him; and the gradual accompliſhment of ſeveral 
things, which Fehn had foretold of him, was at 
leaſt ſome evidence, that Jeſus was a very extra- 
ordinary perſon; and was ſuited to keep every 
honeſt and impartial mind open to any farther 
proofs, that Jeſus might produce of his pretenſions 
and miſſion from Gov. 

And cf theſe he gave many, during his life and 
miniſtry, that were beyond all reaſonable excep- 
tion, He wrought many great miracles, i. e. did 
many things evidently and confeſſedly aboye all 
human power and ſkill to effect. He healed the 
ſick, and cured all manner of diſeaſes; ſuch, as by 
all the art and efficacy of medicine had been found 
incurable; inveterate palſies and lunacies: he 
opened the ears of the deaf, looſed the tongues of 
the dumb, made the lame to walk, rendered the 
maimed perfect, opened the eyes of thoſe that had 
been born blind, and raiſed the dead. Theſe a- 
mazing works he performed in an in/tant, even 


by the ſpeaking of a word; in the cities and towns 


of the country where he lived, in places of the 
moſt publick reſort, before multitudes of his, ene- 
mies as well as friends, and at ſuch ſeaſons, and 
at ſuch particular places, on the ſabbath, and in 
the ſynagogues, as he well knew would occaſion 
the moſt critical and narrow enquiry into all the 
circumſtances of the facts. All theſe things he 
performed without any oſtentation or vain Bon. 

n 


(25) F 


In all his moſt publick miracles there was always 
ſome circumſtance or other, which plainly ſhewed 
that they were intended for the convickion of thoſe 
who ſaw them, and not to gain applauſe to himſelf. 

But beſides theſe extraordinary works, he an- 
ſwered all thoſe characters, which the prophets of 
former ages had given of the Mefſiah, As he 
was promiſed under the character of a prophet 
Ke unto Moſes, but whoſe office was to be more 
general and extenſive than that of Mioſes; as one, 
who was to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, as 
well as the glory of his people Iſrael; he accord- 
ingly came furniſhed and commiſſioned to inſtruct 
all mankind, Few and Gentile, in every important 
truth, that they were concerned 'to know, in or- 
der to their obtaining the divine acceptance, and 
the happineſs of a future ſtate; commanding all 
nations to be diſcipled, taught and profelyted, that 
all men might come to the knowledge of the truth, 
and be ſaved. 

As he was foretold under the character of a 
King, as the Son of man, to whom ſhould be given 
a kingdom, dominion and power; ſo Jeſus came 
aſſerting his right to a kingdom, ſetting up the 
kingdom of Gop amongſt men, and claiming 
and exerciſing a rightful authority over their 
hearts and conſciences. 

As he was deſcribed under the charaCter of a 
prieſt, who was to make his Soul an offering for 
Sin; fo he is declared to be an high prieſi over the 
houſe of GOD, to have put away ſin by the ſacriſice 
of himſelf, and to be able to fave to the uttermaſi 
all that come unto GOD by him, becauſe he lives 
to make interceſſion for them. 

He appeared juſt at hat time, when a perſon 
of ſuch a character was generally and reaſonably 
expected ; 
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expected; juſt as the Scepter was departing from 
ns and at the period fixed and determined 
y the prophecy of Daniel. 

He came of the nation, tribe, and particular 


family, from which it was prophelied he ſhould 


deſcend ; being of the ſeed of Abraham, the 
tribe of Fudah, and houſe of David; and by a 
wonderful interpoſition of providence born at 
Bethl:hem, the place from whence was to come 


forth he who was to be ruler in Iſrael. 


When he appeared and converſed amongft 
men, his diſpaſition and behaviour were ſuited 
both to the character he ſuſtained, and to the pro- 
Phecies that had been given out concerning him. 
He was meek and lowly in heart, holy and with- 
out blame; ſo that his moſt inveterate and ma- 
licious enemies could not convince him of fin, 

His circumſtances in life were exactly ſuch, as 
it was foretold they ſhould be, He was deſpiſed 
and rejected, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
with grief; he lived in. want of many of the 
conveniences, and ſometimes of the very neceſ- 
ſaries of life; and was ſubject to reproach, and the 
moſt ungrateful and inhuman uſage : at laſt he 
was led as a lamb to the laughter, ſuffered death 
as a malefactor, and was cut off for the tranſ- 
greſſians of the people. All this he endured with- 
out murmuring, complaining, reviling again, 
or threatning. His enemies and accuſers, his 
judges, executioners and guards, his friends and 
relations, and a numberleſs multitude of curious 
and inquiſitive ſpectators judged, ſaw, and knew 
him to be dead. He was taken from the croſs, 
buried in his ſepulchre, and yet roſe again from 
the dead, and by this 8 he was declared 

2 r 
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to be the Son of GOD with power, beyond all 
poſſible contradiction, 

During his life and miniſtry he had often men- 
tioned this great event, as what ſhould certainly 
come to paſs ; reſting and laying the ſtreſs of his 
pretenſions upon it; ſometimes in plain words, at 
other times in figurative exprefhons, declaring 
how long he ſhould continue in the grave, and in 
the ſtate of the dead, viz. three days and three 
nights, i. e. part of three days and three nights. 
Accordingly on the third day he roſe, and ſhew'd 
himſelf alive to his diſciples; whom he had choſen 
to be his ſtated companions, with this particular 
view; that they might be qualified to teſtify the 
moſt remarkable facts, which occur'd in his life, 
and that they might be proper and unexceptiona- 
ble witneſſes of his reſurrection from the dead. 
And as they have unanimouſly declared this to 
the world, there is no juſt reaſon to object to their 
teſtimony, For in aſſerting this, they aſſert what 
they ſo ne themſelves, as that _y could not be 
deceived in: they knew the perſon, features, man- 
ner and fpeech of Jeſus: they were allowed to han- 
dle him, that they might be ſure they were not 
impoſed on by an airy phantaſm, and delufive ap- 
pearance only : they had free and familiar converſe 
with him, and that repeatedly in the ſpace of forty 
days: He diſcourſed to them largely on ſubjects, of 
which he had before his death given them more ge- 
neral hints; and renewed the great promiſe he had 
made them in his former life, of pouring out his 
ſpirit on them; with this additional circumſtance, 
that it ſhould be made good to them, not many 
days from the time of his ſpeaking to them. f 
Upon theſe accounts it can't be ſuppoſed, that 1 


theſe witneſſes could be deceived themſelves in 
what 
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what they relate; nor is there any reaſon to think: 
that they attempted to deceive others, by bearing 
witneſs to the truth of a known impoſture. For 
as to what appears, they were perſons of hone} 
minds ; not crafty, covetous, ambitious and de- 
ſigning : they had no temptation to znvent ſuch a 
ſtory ; or to publiſh it, if they had not known it to 
be true. They had no proſpect of gain or worldly 
grandeur, however ſucceſsful they might prove in 
propagating the ſtory, The doctrine they taught 
injoins the ſtricteſt regard to veracity, and the 
greateſt abhorrence of fraud and guile, under the 
moſt ſolemn and awful ſanctions. Their teſtimo- 
ny was uniform and conſiſtent in all the parts of 
it, If the ſtory had been forged, thoſe who op- 
poſed and endeavoured to ſtifle it, might eaſily 
have detected the forgery : the ſureſt, neareſt, 
and plaineſt way to expoſe the. authors, abettors, 
and believers of it, and to prevent its ſpreading. 
in the world ! But inſtead of this, they loaded 
the witneſſes with hardſhips of every kind : re- 
proach, ſhame, poverty, bonds, impriſonment, 
ſcourgings, &c, were the arguments made uſe of 
by their enemies to ſtop their mouths, Nothing 
of this kind ſilenced them, or made any one of 
them to retract, They chearfully underwent” 
the ſevereſt perſecution, and ſubmitted to death 
it ſelf, rather than they would deny or conceal, . 
what they knew to be a truth of the laſt' impor- 
tance to mankind, 

In ſhort, a teſtimony ſo circumſtanced as this 
is, in any other caſe, . never was, nor ever can be 
diſputed or diſbelieved ; but in any age and place 
would, and in any time or country ſtill wil meet 
with a general credit and reception from all reaſo- 
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ruble and fair men, without any cavil, heſitation, 


or demur. 

As Jeſus Chriſt did in his life-time, and after 
his reſurrection, promiſe his diſciples, that they 
ſhould receive his ſpirit, or power from on high; 
he accordingly pour'd it down upon them, in all 
its extraordinary and miraculous gifts : and there- 
by manifeſtly proved his aſcenſion to the right 
hand of power and glory. 

Beſides this, the divine mifſion and authority of 
Jeſus Chriſt is farther eſtabliſhed by the actual 
and exact accompliſhment of thoſe important events, 
which he expreſly and clearly foretold many years 
before they came to paſs. 

He publickly declared before multitudes, that 
heard him as well as his own diſciples, that the 
city of Feruſalem, and its glory the temple, ſhould 
in a few years be utterly laid waſte and deſtroyed; 
and that the goſpel, which was at firſt offered to 
the Fews and rejected by them, ſhould be taken 
away from amongft them, and be tendered to the 
Gentiles ; and that perſons of all nations and lan- 
guages under heaven ſhould receive and become 
proſelytes to his religion; and that the gates of 
Hell ſhould not prevail againſt his church; but that 
he would be with it to the end of the world. 

Theſe remarkable events (though at the time, 
when he foretold them, they were far from being 
probable; tho” there appeared no ſigns or tokens 
that ſhould lead to ſuch a conjecture,) did never- 
theleſs come to paſs e according to his pre- 
dition, Before the generation of men, to whom 
he addreſſed himſelf had paſſed away, Fern/alen 
became deſolate, and the nation was deſtroyed ;' 
and the hiffory of that dreadful calamity, as it is 


related by Feſephus, doth. remarkably agree wu 
the 
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the prophetick account given by Jeſus concerning 
it, as it is very circumſtantially recorded by the 
evangeliſts, 

And after the apoſtles had in vain attempted to- 
perſuade the Few nation and people to receive 
the chriſtian religion; they turned themſelves to 
the Gentiles: who in almoſt every place, where 
the goſpel was preached to them, ſhewed a better 
diſpoſition, and minds more open to evidence and 
conviction; multitudes of the Gentiles receiving 
the word with glad neſs and all readineſs of mind, 

And notwithſtanding the tares that have been 
fown, the ſtrifes and diviſions which have been 
excited and fomented, the declenfions and dege- 
neracy of many chriſtian profeſſors, the perſecu- 
tions with which the avowed enemies of the chriſ- 
tian church have frequently worried it, and the 
antichriſtian ſpirit that for many ages hath ſhewn 
it ſelf amongſt the greater part of thoſe who have 
born the chriſtian name; notwithſtanding chriſti- 
anity hath been often moved from one place to 
another, and in many nations entirely ſuppreſſed ; 
notwithſtanding the objections that have been 
urged againſt the doctrines of chriſtianity, and 
the contempt, ridicule, and inſolence with which 
the perſon and miracles of Jeſus have been treat- 
ed; yet ſtill the religion of Chriſt continues unto 
this day, in its external profeſſion, and internal 
efficacy : not by might nor power, but by the ſpirit 
and favour and bleſſing of God, and its own na- 
tive excellency and intrinſick worth. 

From theſe conſiderations, I am even forced 
to acknowledge and reverence the divine charac- 
ter and miſſion of the den of Gop; and to re- 
ceive his religion in all the parts and branches 
of it as a revelation immediately from es” 
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X. 

AS Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the great founder of 
the chriſtian religion, had this full evidence and 
ſubſtantial proof of his own authority and commiſ- 
ſion from Gop; and that he was a man approved 
of Gop, y wonders, ſigns, and miracles, which 
Gop did by him; and as he was ſent to pub- 
liſh a new inſtitution of religion, not only for one 
nation and people, but for a nations and people 
of the earth: ſo the ſame books, which ſhew this, 
farther ſhew that he took care to propagate and 
confirm the religion he taught, by chuſing the 
molt proper means and inſtruments to carry on 
and perfect it, and perſuade men to receive it, 

And therefore, before he left the world himſelf, 
and ended his own perſonal miniſtry, he choſe ſe- 
veral perſons to be his apo/tles. and meſſengers ; 
who ſhould afterwards publiſh his religion to the 
world with ſufficient authority, and qualifications 
for ſo great a work, as the delivering a new reve- 
lation and rule of religion to mankind. 

By a near acquaintance and conſtant converſa- 
tion with him, they were proper perſons to be 
credible wit neſſes of all his miracles, and in par- 


ticular of his reſurrection, that great evidence 


that he was approved of Gop; and farther to ac» 
quaint the world, what were the truths he taught, 
and what were the rules of worſhip he appointed, 
having had ſuch opportunity to know them by 
his perſonal and private inſtructions, 
To give the greater weight to what they ſhould 
teach the world as his religion, he gave them 
authority, by a folemn eommiſſion, in virtue of 
that full power that was given him in heaven and 
earth, to teach all nations, and to make them His 
diſciples, 
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diſciples, and to enter them as ſuch by baptiſm, 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghe/t, 
requiring them to obſerve all things whatſoever he 
had commanded them. And ſuch authority and 
commiſhon from one already approved a teacher 
ſent from Gop, juſtly give credit to what they 
ſhould teach in his name, or declare, concerning 
him, either as to what they had ſeen themſelves, 
or received in command from him to deliver unto 
others, 

But beſides this, their authority and qualifica- 
tions to publiſh this religion to all nations are 
evidenced by many other plain and convincing 
proofs, For they had not only the benefit of his 
perſonal inſtructions and directions, all the time 
of their converſation with him; but he had pro- 
miſed to ſend to them the ſpirit of truth after his 
removal from them ; and that this ſpirit, when 
he came, ſhould guide them into all truths, far- 
ther neceſſary to perfect his inſtitution of religion. 
This promiſe was again folemnly repeated after 
his reſurrection to his apoſtles ; whom, being aſ- 
ſembled together with them, he commanded 
that they ſhould not depart from Feruſalem, but 
wait for the promiſe of the father, which, ſays 
he, ye have heard of me; for John truly baptized 
you with water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt, not many days hence; and ye fhall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghoſt is come 
upon you, and ye ſhall be witneſſes unto me, both 
in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermoſt parts of the earth. 

'This remarkable promiſe was foon after ac- 
compliſh'd ; for whilſt they were together upon 
the day of Penteceſt, there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it ſat upon each 


(34) 
of them, and they were all filled with the Hoy 
Ghoff, and began to ſpeak with other tongues as 
the ſpirit gave them utterance, tho' before they 
had been utterly unacquainted with them. Their 
minds were in an inſtant illuminated, and filled 
with a clear and diſtinct knowledge of thoſe im- 
portant truths, which to that time had been ab- 
ſolutely, or in great meaſure unknown to them, 
They had at the ſame time convey'd to them a 
power of healing all manner of diſeaſes, of doing 
miracles, even of raiſing the dead to life, of pro- 
phecy or predicting future events, and of confer- 
ing theſe extraordinary gifts and powers of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon others; which was ſo common- 
ly done, and ſo well known, that Simon, who 
by his ſorceries had deceived many to account of 


him as the great power of God, offer'd money to 


the apoſtles, that he, [ihe them, might have the 
power to give the Holy Ghoſt by laying on of hands. 
Theſe gifts of the ſpirit of GoD were ſuch in 
their nature, as no human power or wiſdom 
could confer ; ſuch as none of the exorciſts or ſor- 
cerers of thoſe times, with all their cunning and 
art, management and reputation. amongſt the 
people, could counterfeit, "They were fo many 
and publick, as gave the moſt clear and undeniable 
evidence of the apoſtles miſſion from Gon and 
Chriſt, greatly animated them in the work they 
were called to, and contributed much to their 
ſucceſs. This effuſion of the ſpirit was a publick 
affirmance of their private teſtimony concerning, 
Chriſt, and added the weight of prophecy and 
miracles to the credibility of true and faithful 

witneſſes. | 
But beſides all this; the manner of their in- 
ſtruction greatly recommended the teſtimony they 
gave, 
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gave, and the doctrines they taught, This was 
in all reſpects ſuch, as it became the beſt of men, 
and the wiſeſt of religions to uſe, Never did 
men give greater inſtances of honeſty and ſince- 
rity, and a firmer perſuaſion of the truth of what 
they taught. Never did men appear more diſin- 
tereſted and faithful, in what they declared they 
bad received from Gop. In all diſtant places, 
and on many different occaſions, there ſtill ap- 
peared an exact harmony of doctrine, and a con- 
ftant union in promoting the ſame cauſe; ſo that 
the ſame ſpirit of truth appeared to direct them 
all, as they had all received the ſame ſpirit of 
power. 'I heir hearts and lives were under the 
conſtant direction and influence of the power and 
ſpirit of real religion. As they had all received 
the ſame miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
they were all animated with the ſame juſt and 
regular zeal. All ſhew'd the ſame firmneſs of 
mind, tempered with the ſame modeſty, meek- 
neſs and humility, Their own religion gave them 
the nobleſt ſupports under the many and great 
ſufferings they endured; and that no proof of 
their ſincerity and faithfulneſs might be wanting, 
they ſealed the truth of the doctrines they taught 
with their blood, and gave up their own lives to 
the hopes of that future happineſs, they propoſed 
in the name of their maſter to others. 

And laſtly ; as truth and religion ſtand in no 
need of artifice and violence, the apoſtles openly 
renounced all ſuch methods of propagating the 
religion of Chriſt, directing men to hold the 
myftery of faith in a pure conſcience, They im- 
poſed on no man's judgment, they openly diſ- 
claimed all dominion over their faith and conſci- 
ences ; they reaſonend with them out of the ſcrip- 
tures 5 
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tures; and inftead of forcing their own interpreta- 
tions upon them, commended them for ſearching 
the ſcriptures whether the things were ſo. With 
all the authority their commiſſion gave them, 
confirmed by many ſigns and wonders, they yet 
appealed to the judgments of men by fair argu- 
ments, and aimed at perſuading the conſcience 
by the conviction of reaſon, not to overbear it by 
the force of authority, 

It was indeed highly fit and neceſſary, that 
when they had approved the religion they taught 
to men's conſciences, and their own authority 
and commiſhon by ſufficient evidence, they, as 
the miniſters and apoſtles of Chrift, ſhould both 
command and exhort in his name, and publiſh 
the rules of his religion, as his commands of 
binding obligation and authority ; for this reaſon, 
that he is the laugiver of the church. Thus the 
apoſtles acted. When they had firſt proved the 
truth of their doctrine by fair reaſon and argu- 
ment, and their own commiſſion by the demon- 
{tration of the ſpirit, and of power ; that the 
faith of the church ſhould not ſtand on the wi/- 
dom of men, but on the power of Gop, it was 
neceſſary that they who were to publiſh Chriſt's 
religion, ſhould teach whatever he commanded 
them, and themſelves command and exhort obe- 
dience to them. | 

Theſe were the methods the apoſtles of Chriſt 
uſed in teaching his religion ; and it accordingly 
met with ſucceſs beyond human expectation. 
And tho' the prevalence of an opinion is no ſure 
argument of truth, yet when principles contrary 
to men's inclinations and intereſts make their 
way only by evidence, and the force of reaſon and 


argument, againſt all methods of long and i 
ent 
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lent oppoſition, it is a very ftrong preſumption 
of their truth, and that ſuch ſucceſs muſt be ow- 
ing to the power of Gop attending it. And to 
ſuppoſe that ſuch a religion as chri/t:anity ſhould 
prevail as it did, and by ſuch means, without a 
miracle, would it ſelf in reality be one of the 
greateſt of miracles, 
XI. 

FROM theſe arguments and evidences J can- 
not but be convinced that Feſus was a perſon ſent 
from Gop; and that his Apoſtles acted by his 
commiſſion and authority; and that therefore the 
whole chriſtian religion, as contained in the New- 
Teſtament, is a revelation from Gop. 

As to the difficulties and chieαiννẽ˖,fhat may be 
urged againſt its divine authority, I think they 
are far from carrying in them any evidence or 
proof, For as to thoſe which are of greateſt 
weight, they do not affect the truth of the facts 
recorded, nor deſtroy at all the credibility of 
them, There have never been any objections 
offer'd that render it unlikely or imprebable, 
that Zeſus Chrift lived an holy life, taught ex- 
cellent doctrines, did many great miracles, died 
on the croſs, roſe again from the dead, aſcended 
into heaven, and poured down his ſpirit on his 
apoſtles. And therefore whiltt theſe facts, which 
ſupport the credit of chriſtianity, ſtand upon 
this ſure foundation of certainty, I muſt neceſſa- 
rily believe the divine authority of the chriſtian 
revelation, tho* the difficulties pretended were 
much greater than they are. 

Some of them may ariſe either from not 
knowing ſome particular circumſtances and cu- 
ſtoms referred to, from the ſhortneſs of the ac- 
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counts which are delivered, or from ſome leſſer 
errors that may have caſt ſome obſcurity on thoſe 
accounts. But from whence ſoever they ariſe, 
they cannot invalidate the proof, which ariſes 
from real and well-atteſted facts; nor make me 
doubt of things that ſtand upon the ſtrongeſt 
foundation of evidence. 

I find indeed that many things, which have 
appear'd for a long while to wiſe and thoughtful 
men, as difficulties of great weight, have at 
length been fully cleared up, and ſet in a very 
plain and rational view; and I therefore pleaſe 
my ſelf with the hope, that in the courſe of pro- 
vidence, thoſe things which ſtill remain dark and 
2 may be explained, and ſet in a juſt 
ight, and made appear as eaſy and conſiſtent, as 
they are now obſcure and intricate. 

Beſides, theſe difficulties which are pretended, 
do not in the leaſt affect the main and ſubſtantial 
parts of chriſtianity ; they do not caſt any obſcu- 
rity over the precepts, and promiſes, and princi- 
ples of the goſpel, and of conſequence do not 
affect my duty or my happineſs, Notwithſtand- 
ing all the objections that can be urged, I til) 
find that the directions to ſerve Gop, and obey 
Chriſt, and ſecure my eternal ſalvation, are very 
obvious and plain; and therefore I am not under 
any pain or fear upon account of things I do not 
underitand, or cannot explain, 

But what is of more importance, is, that the 
principal objections that are urged againſt the di- 
vine authority of the chriſtian religion, are fairly 
to be anſwered, ſo as to give ſatisfaction to any 
impartial and unprejudiced mind. It hath been 
objected againſt the prophecies relating to Chriſt, 


that they are to be interpreted of him only in an 
allegorical 
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allegorical and myſtical ſenſe ; and that they are 
in their nature obſcure, and do not ſo plainly 
point out the Meſſiah as might be expected and 
deſired, Whereas the truth is, that tho” there may 
be a difficulty in interpreting ſome of them ; yet 
that there are others, which are exceeding plain 
and clear, have an evident reference to Chriſt, 
do agree to the circumſtances of no other perſon, 
are accompliſhed in him, and in him only. And 
if there are any prophecies, originally relating to 
other perſons and things, applied to Chriſt, and 
the circumſtances of his appearance and kingdom, 
they are never cited as originally belonging to 
Chriſt, but only as applicable to him in their 
proper meaning, and the times and events to- 
which they are referred. 

When tis objected againſt the miracles of 
Chriſt, that they were the effect of magick, this 
appears to be abſolutely impoſſible; tor it was 
never yet heard of, that magicians could raiſe 
the dead, and do the other wonderful works that 
05 did. Beſides, the end of his miracles was 
o great and good, as a wicked impoſtor and 
magician can never be ſuppoſed to have in view; 
and till it can be ſhewn that the chriſtian religion 
is a wicked religion, I muſt believe that the mi- 
racles recorded in theNew-Te/tament were wrought: - 
by an holy and good perſon, under the imme- 
diate influence of Gop, 

If it be objected that ſome of the miracles re- 
corded are attended with ſome very abſurd and 
improbable circumſtances; I think this charge 
hath not, and cannot be proved, And from 
the late unſucceſsful attempts that have been made 
this way, I have reaſon to believe, that the more 
the miracles of Chriſt and his apoſtles are conſi- 

24 der'd,. 
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der'd, they will appear more and more wonder- 
ful in themſelves, and more worthy the interpo- 
ſition and aſſiſtance of Gop. 

If it be objected, that there is no ſufficient evi- 
dence or proof that theſe miracles were ever 
wrought, I apprehend this objection to be of lit- 
tle weight; becauſe as there is the ſame ground 
of certainty for theſe, as there is for any other 
antient facts, which obtain univerſal belief, they 
deſerve to be equally credited ; and I think, no- 
thing can be more unreaſonable and unfair, than 
to allow the ſame evidence to be ſufficient as to 
ſome facts, and to deny the ſufficiency of it as to 
others, which are equally poſſible in themſelves, 
conſiſtent with all the perſections of Gon, and 
deligned to anſwer the moſt valuable ends and 
purpoſes amongſt men. 

If it be faid that miracles are in their nature 
impoſſible ; I think this can never be allowed, but 
upon the ſuppoſition, that all things are governed 
by, or rather ſubjected to an abſolute and/unal- 
terable fatality, Becauſe if the ſupreme ay{d eter- 
nal cauſe of all things be poſſeſſed of liberty and 
power, the miracles recorded in the ſagred wri- 
tings are as poſſible to him as any other actions 
whatſoever, and according to my conception, 
much more eaſily perform'd than the work of 
creation, which is a much higher exertion of 
power, and is, by all ſober deiſts, aſcribed to the 
will and agency of God; and of conſequence I 
can never allow the impoſhbility of miracles, 
becauſe ſuch a notion appears to me deſtructive 
of the being and perfections of GOD. 

As to the defrines of Chriſt, if it be urged 
that ſome of them are unintelligible and myſte- 


rious ; I have this to ſatisfy my (elf, that 'tis not 
much 
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much wonder if they ſhould be ſo, becauſe many 
of them relate to Gop, whom none by ſearching 
can find out to perfection, and that this is no more 
than may be objected againſt many of the moſt 
certain truths of natural religion, For whoever 
will enter into the conſideration of the immen- 


ſity and eternity of Gop, attributes which cer- 


tainly belong to him, will find himſelf loſt in the 
infinite and boundleſs ſubject. As far as they 
are myſterious and incapable of being underſtood, 
Jam ſure that my acceptance with Gop doth- 
not depend on my underſtanding them; and as 
far as they are intelligible, they encreaſe my 
adoration, and reverence, and love of Gop, 
awaken and excite me to the care and practice 
of godlineſs and virtue; and thus help me on in 
my preparation for heaven and happineſs. 

If it be objected, that any of the doctrines of 
chriſtianity are irrational and abſurd; I appre- 
hend this hath never been proved by any of the 
enemies of the chriſtian revelation. Many prin- 
ciples, which they have endeavoured to expoſe 
to ridicule, have not been the doctrines of the goſ- 
pel; but either their own miſtakes, or the corrupt: 
additions of weak and deſigning men to the ſim- 
plicity of the truth of Chriſt, Other doctrines - 
that have been excepted againſt, have not been 
revealed in their full extent and compals, and - 
therefore can never be proved abſurd by any par- 
ticular inferences drawn from them; becauſe 
thole very inferences may themſelves appear falſe 


and abſurd, when the doctrines are placed in their 


full light, and men are rendered capable of clear- 
ly diſcerning, and fully underſtanding them. 
As to others which have been excepted againſt, : 
they have ſtood their ground both againſt ridicule 
JL and 
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and malice; and the objections that have been 
urged have had no other effect, than to expoſe 
their own weakneſs, and to render the principles 
of the goſpe] of Chriſt more evident and con- 
vincing. | 

If it ſhould be objected, that the very poſſibi- 
lity of revelation it ſelf may be queſtioned ; I 
anſwer, that this muft be upon one or other of 
theſe ſuppoſitions; either that Gop himſelf, who 
hath eſtabliſhed the order and courſe of nature, 
cannot vary from it; or elſe, that "tis not to be 
conceived how he ſhould diſcover himſelf to any 
perſon, ſo as that he ſhall be ſure it is Gop and 
no other, 

It the former be aſſerted, that Gop himſelf 
cannot alter and vary from the courſe of nature, 
which he himſelf hath fixed ; it will follow, that 
he was obliged by ſome external neceſſity to 
form all things as they are, or elſe by a fitneſs 
cf things abſolutely independent upon his own 
pleaſure and will, 

If the ft be aſſerted, that Gop was obliged 
by ſome external neceſſity, or the agency of ſome 
being prior and ſuperior to himſelf; this is to aſ- 
ſert eternity to be prior to it ſelf, and infinite 
wiſdom and power capable of being controuled by 
wiſdom and power more than infinite; which is 
abſurd. 

If the latter be aſſerted, that Gop was obliged 
by a fitneſs of things independent upon his own 
pleaſure and will, this will appear equally abſurd ; 
becauſe, if he was under no external neceſſity to 
conſtitute the preſent frame, and conſequently the 
preſent fitneſs of things, the actual conſtitution 
of the one and the other can be owing to no 


other cauſe or reaſon, but what is in Gop 1 
Cl, 
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ſelf, and which therefore cannot be independent 
upon Gop; which cauſe or reaſon can be no 
other than the will of Gop, directed by the: 
dictates of his own wiſdom and goodneſs. And 
of conſequence the preſent frame of things, and 
the fitneſs that reſults from it, is owing to the 
good pleaſure and free choice of Gop, directed 
by the perfections of his own mind; which per- 
tections do not deſtroy any natural power of act- 
ing or not acting, but only direct to the wiſeſt 
and beſt uſe of it. The very eſſence of liberty 
doth indeed conſiſt in wiſdem to direct, and 
power to execute. 

Hence it follows, that if the preſent frame of 
things be the reſult of the moſt perfect freedom 
and choice in Gop, the ſame free choice will 
and mult take place, in every other circumſtance 
to which perfect wiſdom and goodneſs do direct. 
And therefore if it he agreeable to the dictates of 
ſuch perfections in Gop, to vouchſaſe an exter- 
nal revelation to mankind, in the caſe of an uni- 
verſal ignorance and degeneracy, ſuch a revela- 
tion is as poſſible as the original conſtitution of 

things, and may be accounted for upon the very 
ſame foundation of reaſon, 

But if it be ſaid, that it cannot be conceived 
how God can ſ% diſcover himſelf to any perſon, 
as that he ſhall be ſure it is GOD and no other; 
I anſwer, that ſuppoſing we are not able to de- 
ſcribe the method by which GoD makes himſelf 
known to men, it will by no means follow, that 
tis impeſſible for Gop to do fo; unleſs our con- 
ceptions are the meaſure of all poſſibilities. If 
Gop be the univerſal creator, he is ſurely the 
creator of the ſouls of men, and hath implanted 
in them all their perceptive and reaſonable powers 

an 
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and faculties; and of conſequence being the r- 
mer of ſpirits, he muſt be capable of acting on 
them ; which ſufficiently proves the poſſibility of 
revelation. 

Beſides ;: if, as the whole viſible creation around 
us ſhews the poſſibility and great probability of it, 
there are reaſonable ſpirits of natures, orders, and 
powers ſuperior to us; I ſuppoſe they will not be 
thought to be incapable of converſe,. and of com- 
municating their ideas to each other; for this 
would be to ſuppoſe ſpirits leſs happy than men : 
and if created ſpirits can thus convey their minds 
to each other ; ſo as that they ſhall be abſolutely 
ſure who it is they converſe with; can it be ima- 
gined that Gop the infinite Spirit ſhould not be 
able to convey his will to ſpirits, and reaſonable 
beings, ſo as that they ſhall be ſure that it is God, 
who converſes with them? 

Nothing is more certain, than that Go, who 
is an abſolute ſpirit, acts on the material world; 
and yet we cannot tell the manner how Gop acts 
upon it: and it is very wonderful to conſider how 
one nature abſolutely diſtinct, and of quite diffe- 
rent attributes and properties from another, ſhould 
thus continually act upon and influence it. But 
that piritual beings, between whoſe natures, as 
ſpiritual, there is a neceſſary likeneſs and confor- 
mity, ſhould act upon each other, and be capable 
of converſing with and communicating their 
ideas to each other, is a much more eaſy and ra- 
tional ſuppoſition ; and as probable, as that body 
ſhould act upon body, of which the whole frame. 
of the material. world is an abſolute, conſtant 
proof, 

The account, which revelation it ſelf gives of 
the manner, in which Gop convey'd his mind to 
men, 
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men, is, either by an audible voice, attended with 
f an appearance of viſible glory; or elſe by making 
; certain very clear and ſtrong impreſſions on their 
minds. As to the former way, it is as reaſonable to 
think that the voice and preſence of Gop may 
be of ſo very peculiar a nature, as to be as 29 .! 
known, and as certainly diſtinguiſh'd as the voice 
and countenance of a friend: And as to the latter, 
it appears to me extremely probable, that impreſ- 
lions made on the mind may be attended with 
ſuch peculiar circumſtances, which may as truly 
and certainly diſcover Gop, as a friend may be 
known by his reſemblance and image; or as tho” 
we were mere ſpirits, and Gop was converſing 
with us as ſuch. 

If it be allow'd that revelation is poſſible, it 
may be denied that it is neceſſary; becauſe the 
natural reaſon of men's minds is abundantly ſuf- 
ficient to demonſtrate to them, whatever (30D 
requires of them. I very readily grant, that the 
reaſonable powers and faculties of men's minds 
are very capable of leading them into the know- 
ledge of ſome of the moſt important truths that 
we are concerned to #now, and duties we are 
obliged to perform; and that men are criminal 
in the ſight of Gop, if they run into ignorance 
and vice, thro” a neglect to improve thoſe excellent 
faculties of reaſon which Gop hath given them. 

But then it ought to be confider'd, that the 
powers of all men are not alike capable; and that, 
tho* truths of importance when offer'd to them 
may be diſcerned and approved by them, yet the 
generality would ſcarce ever have been able, by 
a long courſe of argument and inference, to have 
i # reaſoned themſelves into a clear knowledge of 
1 all thoſe principles, which are neceſſary to be 
I known, 
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known, effeCtually to fupport the intereſt of true 
religion, and the practice of virtue; eſpecially if 
we conlider them as wholly taken up with the af- 
fairs of the preſent life, educated with ſtrong pre- 
Judices in favour of ſuperſtition and error, and 
trained up from infancy in idolatrous practices, 
and criminal courſes, In ſuch circumſtances, 
what reaſon may be capable of doing, I know not: 
But that it hath not in fact led men to the know- 
Jedge of all the neceſſary principles and truths of 
religion, is evident from the hiſtory of almoſt all 
nations, who have been deſtitute of revelation : 
And therefore to argue againſt the neceſſity of 
revelation, becauſe poſſibly men's own reaſon 
might have been ſufficient without it, when in 
reality they did need it, is to ſet up meer ſuppeſi- 
tion againit poſitive ſact, and to reaſon from poſſi- 
bilities againſt experience and certainty. 

Reaſon, i. e. men's reaſonable powers are un- 
queſtionably capable of great improvements, and 
of making very conſiderable diſcoveries, with 
proper aſſiſtance and cultivation. But without 
ſuitable helps and means of information, I appre- 
hend that no man can affirm, they would lead him 
into the knowledge of all the neceſſary principles 
of religion, Cicero, the greateſt genius of the age 
in which he lived, did not owe his ſuperior know- 
ledge and wiſdom to himſelf only: he had the 
writings of Rame and Greece to inſtruct and inform 
him ; from theſe he underſtood the principles of 
ſeveral ſects of philoſophers that were before him, 
the arguments with which they confirm'd their 
reſpective ſentiments, and the objections that were 
urged by /ome againſt the ſchemes and principles 
of others, Upon this foundation it was eaſy to 
reaſon; and in whatever reſpects his ſentiments 

were 
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were nobler than others, they were not properly 
the mere diſcoveries of his own mind, but infe- 
rences from, or the improvements of the diſcove- 
ries and principles of others. And I cannot help 
thinking, that if any men are now capable of 
forming to themſelves a compleat ſcheme of ra- 
tional religion and morals, they owe it to the diſ- 
coveries of the goſpel revelation, tho' they aſſume 
the glory of it intirely to their reaſon, 

Beſides ; tho* reaſon might poſſibly diſcover 
the duties of religion and virtue without any re- 
velation ; it cannot in the nature of things certain- 
ly diſcover, what the rewards of being religious 
and virtuous ſhall be. Reaſon will indeed inform 
us, that a being perfectly virtuous, and who 
conſtantly acts agreeably to the reaſon and nature 
of things, without any deviation from it, cannot 
be finally miſerable, but muſt be in ſome meaſure 
happy in the divine approbation and acceptance : 
but of what degree and duration that happineſs 
ſhall be, depends wholly on the good pleaſure of 
(z0D. Being itſelf is the voluntary gift of the ſu- 
preme cauſe ; and of conſequence, the continuance 
of being muſt depend on his will, who firſt gave it. 
And tho” perfect virtue will always be entitled to 
a proportionable reward from Gop ; yet that ſuch 
a being, and the happineſs conſequent upon his 
virtue, ſhall and muſt be of an everlaſting conti- 
nuance, can never be proved from the reaſon and 
nature of things; and of conſequence, the know- 
ledge of it can be derived from nothing, but the 
voluntary diſcoveries of Gop himſelf. 

This I think is plain upon the ſuppoſition of a 
being perfectly virtuous. But if any reaſonable 
beings deviate from the law of their creaticn, 


and act contrary to that fitneſs of things, which 


reaſon 


a Rt 


__ Oz - 


( 48) 


reaſon aſſures them ought to be the rule of their 
actions; in ſuch a caſe reaſon will be ſo far from 
giving any politive aſſurances of a reward, that 
it will rather lead men to the expectations and 
fears of puniſhment ; there being as natural a con- 
nection between vice and puniſhment, as there 
is between virtue and a reward. Whether Gop 
will pardon, and upon what conditions, whether 
repentance and a fincere amendment for the fu- 
ture ſhall entitle to happineſs, and eſpecially the 
ſame happineſs as would have been the reward of 
perfect virtue, here reaſon can never determine, 
And of conſequence, if the certain knowledge of 
theſe important articles be in any ſenſe neceſſary 
to encourage the repentance and reformation of 
men; it is in the ſame ſenſe abſolutely neceſſary 
they ſhould have a revelation from Gop concern- 
ing them. 

If it be objected, that to ſuppoſe the great ex- 
pediency of revelation, which is argued for, will 
infer that this revelation muſt be «univerſal, and 
extend equally to all ages, nations, and perſons ; 
I think the anſwer is obvious and eaſy, Becauſe, 
if there be any real weight in this objection, it 
will prove that Gop is obliged to be equally kind 
to all mankind, in all ages and nations without 
exception: if he is not obliged to beſtow equal fa- 
vours on all; he is not obliged to beſtow equally on 
all the particular favour of an external revelation : 
but if he is obliged to be equally, and at all times 
favourable to all; then he is obliged to be, what 


in fact he ſcarce ever hath been, ſince the founda- | 


tion of the world. He is obliged to give all men 
the ſame natural capacities, the ſame advantages 
for the diſcovery of truth, and the ſame external 


bleflings of his providence. But is not this con- 


trary | . 
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trary to the experience of all ages; and a difficul - 


ps if it be one, that affects the very being of a | 
OD, or at leaſt the wiſdom, goodneſs and equity | 
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14 of his providence, and which thefore is no more 
. an objection againſt revelation, than it is againſt 
N. the firſt principles of natural religion itſelf. | 
If ſome parts of the world enjoy the benefit of 


a divine revelation, it can be no injury to others 

who do not; becauſe as Gop hath not vouchſafed 

to them that favour, they ſtand upon the ſame 
p foundation of the light of nature, as they would 
have done, had there been no extraordinary reve- 

lation at all, And as the enemies of revelation 

do themſelves allow, and plead for the abſolute 

| ſufficiency of reaſon in all men; upon their 

| own conceſſion ſuch, as have no other guide but 

»\ reaſon, can have no juſt occaſion for complaint; 

and by neceſſary conſequence, no claim to the 
higher benefit of a divine revelation : becauſe 
tho* Gop ſhould think proper to vouchſafe it to 
ſome, and not to others, it doth not make the 
condition of ſuch who have it not, any worſe than 
it was before, by making any abatement in the 
natural ſufficiency of their reaſon ; but they are 
exactly in the ſame ſtate, and muſt be tried 
by the ſame law, as all the world would have 
been, had there been no other law but that of 
| reaſon and nature. And therefore if thoſe, who 
| have this ſufficient light of nature to direct 
them, cannot claim a divine revelation by any na- 
tural right, there can be no obligation upon Gon 
to grant it univerſally and alike: and if Gon 
can be under no obligation to grant it univerſally 
and alike; then it neceſſarily follows, that as the 
ranting it to ſome is no injury to others, (no one 

5 injured in not having what he hath no 
E right 
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right of claim to) Gon may grant it at what 
| ſeaſons, and to what particular nations and per- 
ſons, the circumſtances of the world, and the 
ends of his government ſhall from time to time 
direct him. 

The goſpel- revelation was certainly intended for 
the 5 benefit of mankind ; and accordingly 
the apoſtles and firſt preachers of chriſtianity pub- 
liſhed it amongſt all nations, where they went, 
But if the progreſs of it was hindered by violence 
and perſecution, if ſome thro? prejudice and vice 
refuſed to embrace it; if others corrupted the ſim- 
plicity and purity of it, till they had, in a great 
meaſure, or wholly loſt it, — were left to em- 
brace ſuperſtition and impoſture in the room of it; 
and finally, if others, who have an opportunity 
of ſpreading the knowledge of the goſpel, do for 
the ſake of worldly advantages refuſe to do it; the 
neceſſity of the goſpel-revelation's being univerſal 
may be allowed, without its being any reaſonable 
objection againſt it, that in fact it is not ſo: be- 
cauſe this is not owing to any want of care or 
goodneſs in Gop, but to the negligences and vices 
of men themſelves; for which I apprehend that 
neither the providence of Gop, nor the goſpel- 
revelation are or ought to be accountable, 

If it be ſaid, that ſuppoſing a revelation a&ually 
given; ſuch revelation can be nothing but a revi- 
val of the principles and duties of natural religion; 
becauſe men's acceptance with God can depend 
on nothing but their acting agreeably to the law 
of their reaſon and nature : I anſwer, that if by 
the principles and duties of. natural religion, be 
meant ſuch principles and duties, which when dif- 
cover'd, appear reaſonable to the minds of men; 
it may be allow'd that revelation deth not, — 

| canno 


une 


cannot place the happineſs and acceptance of men 
with Gop, upon any thing that is not reaſona- 
ble and fit for them to know and do, and of which 
they cannot in ſome meaſure diſcern the reaſona- 
bleneſs and fitneſs: for then one certain mark 
of the truth of revelation would be plainly want- 
ing, which is its placing the happineſs of men 
| upon ſuch a foundation as appears reaſonable in 
* | it ſelf, and therefore worthy of Gop; becauſe I 
| cannot believe that to be worthy of Gop, which 
by reaſon I cannot in ſome meaſure plainly diſcern 
to be ſo. 

But if by the principles and duties of natural 
religion, be meant ſuch principles and duties which 
natural reaſon, without any divine revelation, will 
lead men to the certain knowledge of ; then the 
aſſertion is evidently falſe, that revelation can con- 
tain nothing but the principles and duties of natural 
religion: becauſe, as hath been obſerved, one great 
end of revelation is to give men certainty of ſuch 
important principles, as natural reaſon is never 
able to do, 

If we conſider men in circumftances of degene- 
racy, and as having acted contrary to the law of 
reaſon, a revelation meerly to revive the law of 
nature, would evidently be inſufficient for their 
peace and happineſs. For tho' this would be a 
i direction of their future conduct, it would be no 
: ſecurity to them againſt the puniſhment due to 
them for their pa/? tranſgreſſions ; which would 
prove the higheſt diſcouragement to their obedi- 
ence for the time to come : and of conſequence 
a revelation from Gop, vouchſafed to mankind. 
in ſuch circumſtances, muſt contain more than. 
the meer law of nature, viz, the method and: 
conditions of God's extending his forgiveneſs to 

E 2 | his- 
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his ſinful creatures; without which it would 
want one eſſential mark of its being from Gop, 
viz, its ſuitableneſs to the wants and neceſſities 
of mankind. 

Beſides; if Gop hath given men a revelation 
of his will, attended with ſufficient evidence and 
proof; the belief of ſuch a revelation is a mo- 
ral duty, and a neceſſary inſtance of reſpect and 
reverence due to Gop; it being as reaſonable and 
fit, that I ſhould attend to the voice and will of 
the Supreme Being in external revelation, as that 
I ſhould ſubmit to the voice and will of Gop by 
* or internal revelation. 

pon this foundation depends that command 
of Feſus Chriſt, Ye believe in God, believe alſo in 
me. It is poſſible in hypotheſis that men may go- 
vern their paſſions, and act well in ſociety, who 
do not believe the being of a Gop : But yet to 
believe that GOD is, and that he is a rewarder 
of thoſe who ſeek him, is a principle of natural 
religion; and, as I imagine, neceſſary to every 
man's happineſs in the divine acceptance, And 
by conſequence, if it be the will of Gop that 
I ſhould believe in Chriſt, and if there be evidence 
to convince me of the reaſonableneſs of believing 
in him; it doth not ſeem more unreaſonable that 
Gop ſhould require me to believe in Chriſt, 
than it doth that he ſhould require me to believe 
in himſelf, in order to my receiving a reward of 


grace and favour from him; becauſe if the ſuffi- 


ciency of evidence be a reaſon of Gop's requiring 
belief in any caſe, it is a reaſon that will hold 

good in every one Without exception. | 
Beſides; if the obſervance of the religion and 
law of nature be allowed to diſpoſe and prepare 
men for happineſs in the favour of Gop; and tho? 
reve- 
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revelation cannot ſet aſide. the obligations of the 
one or other, but is principally deſigned to recover 

men to the knowledge of, and: a confirmity to 
the original fitneſs of things ; yet I apprehend 

that revelation may inforce the practice of them 
by ſuch conſiderations, and motives,. and ſpecial 
precepts, as have no certain foundation in natural 

reaſon and light, i. e. which men's reaſon would 

never have led them to have thought of, without 
a divine direction and command, 

If the religion of nature be of Gop's conſti- 
tution and appointment, and reſults. from thoſe 
relations which he himſelf hath been pieaſed to 
order and fix; I apprehend that ſuch politive- 
inſtitutions, which have a direct tendency to eſta- 
bliſh and promote men's regard to, and obſervance - 
of it, may be ordain'd of Gop, and thereby become 
obligatory upon men : becauſe if the law of nature 
itſelf neceſſarily and univerſally obliges mankind, . 
and their happineſs depends on the obſervation of 
it ; ſuch inſtitutions, which render the obſervation 
of it more eaſy and practicable, however voluntar 
and poſitive in themſelves, are conliſtent with alt 
our notions of the divine perfections; and ought 
to be ſo far from being cbjections againſt the truth 
of any religion that contains them, that they are 
rather arguments in favour of it, as they are evident 
proofs of the wiſe and tender concern of Gop for 
the perfection and happineſs of his creatures. 

If then the peculiars of the chriſtian religion 
have all of them this tendency, as I apprehend 
they have; it follows, that God's requiring us to 
obſerve them is a.reaſonable and. a fit command, . 
as it is a command reſulting from. his unerring 
wiſdom, and his gracious: regard to our. welfare: 
and intereſt ;. and therefore in this reſpect internal 
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and external revelation, or the religion of nature 
and revelation may certainly dier; and the latter 
command, what the former would never diſcover 
or oblige to. 

Tf it be objected againſt the chriſtian revela- | 
tion, that it 1s not explicite and clear, but that [| 
thoſe who ſearch it fall into very different ſenti- 
ments and opinions as to heveral articles of im- | 
portance ; and that *tis ſcarce to be ſuppofed that . 
God ſhould be the author of a revelation, which, 
when given, is incapable of being underſtood ; I 
have this that gives my mind ſatisfaction and eaſe : 
that if there are any intimations of doctrines in 
ſcripture, that ſincere perſons who do the will of 
Gop, and lay afide all prejudice, and defire to 
receive the truths of GoD as far as they can un- 
42 them, cannot, after all their endeavour 

d care, come to the certain knowledge of ; 
the knowledge of ſuch doctrines cannot be neceſ- 
ſary to their acceptance and falvation ; becauſe 
Chriſt Jeſus expreſſly declares, that if any man 
doth the will of his father, he ſhall know of the 
doctrine whether it be of GOD or no. 

As to thoſe doctrines, upon the acknowledg- 
ment of which the New-Te/tament writings do 
expreſly make falvation to depend, I find, to my 
very great comfort, that they are very plain and 
intelligible in themſeves; ſuch as the exiſtence 4 
of one GoD, the reſurrection of Chriſt from the | 
dead, and there being one Mediator between Gop 
and man, through whom Go diſpenſes all bleſ- 
fings to his creatures. "Theſe and other truths 
of like importance are fet in in the cleareſt light; 
and if any have obſcured and perplexed them, 
by intricate diſtinctions, and philoſophical ſpecu- 
ations, the goſpel of Chriſt gives no — to 
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them, and the plain chriſtian hath no concern 
and buſineſs with them. 

If it be ſaid, that the chriſtian religion hath 
no better ect upon mankind than the light of 
nature had ; and that therefore it can ſcarcely be 
imagined, that Gop would be the author of fo 
ineffectual an inſtitution : I anſwer, that I ſup- 
poſe it can never be made appear, that mankind 
are now as univerſally in the ſame circumſtances 
of ignorance and vice, as they were before the 
revelation of the goſpel. 

The knowledge of one Gor, the univerſal 
creator and father, doth certainly more univer- 
ſally obtain, than it did in the times of deep Pa- 
gani/m and idolatry : the precepts of religion and 
virtue are more generally underſtood ; and the 
rewards and puniſhments of a future life more 
certain as to their evidence, and more extenſive 
as to the acknowledgment of them. 

And tho' many, who profeſs to believe theſe 
things, act contrary to their own principles; yet 


there have been many in every age, and now are, 


who, under the influence of this faith, live /ober- 
ly, righteouſly and godly in the preſent world, 

And as to thoſe who do not, *tis not owing. to 
the inſufficiency of the principles and motives of 
Chriſtianity z but to the want of conſideration 
and a ſerious regard to them, and to thoſe power- 
ful habits which they have contracted, and conti- 
nue to ſtengthen by a wilful and allowed indul- 

nce. 

And therefore, if the goſpel be objected againſt 
as inſufficient to reform men, and engage them 
to the love and practice of religion and virtue; 
it muſt be, becauſe it doth not neceſſitate and 


compel them, and lay an irreſiſtible force on the 


mind 
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mind to comply with it. Whereas, if this were 
the caſe, it would be an unanſwerable objection 
againſt it; becauſe this would deſtroy that free- 
dom and choice of the mind, which is eſſentially 
neceſlary to give virtue itſelf its proper value, 
and render it capable of a reward from Gop. 
And of conſequence, if the chriſtian religion 
contains every argument and motive, that is pro- 


per to be laid before and influence reaſonable and 


free creatures; its not always proving effectual 
is no argument of its inſufficiency, nor the leaſt 


ſhadow of proof that it is not worthy of and 


actually from Gop, 

And laſtly, if it be objected that it hath been 
the occaſion. of ſuch confuſions, diſorders, miſ- 
chiefs and calamities in the world ; as that it can 
never be imagined, that God would. be author 
of an inſtitution, that ſhould be attended with 
fuch fatal conſequences : I anſwer, that genuine 
chriſtianity hath never been the cauſe of any of 
the diſtractions and miſeries that have afflicted 
mankind, ſince its entrance into the world; tho 
that which hath been /ub/7ituted in the room of 
2 too often hath. Nothing is more 
viſible and plain, than that the chriſtian religion 
is deſigned to calm the paſſions, and cure the vi- 
ces of mankind. And if its principles were but 
duly attended to, and its precepts heartily ſub- 
mitted to, chriſtians would maintain the molt 
excellent diſpoſitions, and lead the moſt inoffen- 
five and blameleſs lives; and fh world would be, 
what I pleaſe myſelf the next world ball be, an 


habitation of righteouſneſs, peace and joy. The 
perfection of the chriſtian law as to all its moral 


precepts, and important motives, abundantly juſ- 


tifies the wiſdom and goodneſs of Gop in giving 
it; 
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it; and he is no more anſwerable for men's cor- 
rupting and abuſing it, and refuſing to act agree- 
ably to it, than he is for their abuſing the bleſ- 
ſings of his common providence. 

Upon a full view therefore of theſe and other 
objections, I think they are capable of a ſatiſ- 
factory anſwer ; and as the evidence for the truth 
and certainty of the chriſtian religion ſtands in 
full force; I think my ſelf bound to receive it 
as a revelation from Gop, and to regulate my 
faith, and hope, and practice by it. 


XII. 

AND that I might not be chargable with par- 
tiality in my regards and attachment to chriſti- 
anity; I have not only carefully examined the 
credentials it brings to prove its divine original; 
but I have alſo endeavoured honeſtly to compare 
it with other religions, that are in wr the world, 
as far as I am capable of underſtanding and judg- 
ing concerning them: and this compariſon con- 


firms me in the belief of the chri/tian religion, 


and encreaſes my eſteem and value for it. 

Paganiſm carries in it innumerable marks of 
its impiety and falſchood, The number of gods 
it hath introduced, the ſuper/?:tions it counte- 
nances, the impure and barbarous rites it warrants 
and preſcribes, are demonſtrative proofs it hath 
no foundation in the reaſon and nature of things, 
and cannot be the appointment of or agreeable to 
the will of Gop, the ſupreme unchangeable pu- 


rity, wiſdom and goodneſs. 


As to Mahometaniſm ; tho” it pretends to the 
character of a revelation from Gop, yet it hath 
all the evident marks of a real impoſlure. The 


character oh, its author appears too ſuſpected ever 
to 


138) 
to ſupport the honour of his being a meſſenger 
from Gop: his diſclaiming miracles to atteſt the 
truth of his miſſion, is a plain acknowledgment 
of the weakneſs and falſhood of his pretences : 
the few wonderful things related of him appear at 
firſt view to be fable and romance : his forbidding 
enquiries into the natute and principles of his reli- 
gion, evidently ſhews he was conſcious to himſelf 
that it would not bear them: his propagating it 
by the ſword is proof ſufficient, that he knew it 
would not prevail with the weapons of reaſon and 
argument, The V ag it contains as to matters 
of fact, demonſtrate the ignorance or wicked- 
neſs of its founder, The indulgencies it gives to 
the appetites and ſenſual deſires of men, is a ſtrong 
argument of the badneſs of his own inclinations, 
and ſhews his reſolution to ſacrifice chaſtity and 
Virtue to the more prevalent views of ambition and 
power. Many of bis precepts are abſurd and ridi- 
Culous, and unworthy the nature of true religion, 
And laſtly, the motives and rewards ſet before 
men, and promiſed by him, to encourage them to 
embrace and continue in his religion, are ſuited 
only to ſuch, whoſe minds are oppreſſed with ſen- 
ſuality, and enſlaved to vice; no way worthy of 
the known perfections of GoD, nor any way ſuited 
to the rational ſpiritual nature of man. And of 
conſequence, a religion thus defe:ve in its evidence, 
and falſe in its very conſtitution and frame, can 
never be the inſtitution of Gop, nor worthy of 
my reception and belief, 

As to the Jewißb religion; tho? this appears to 
have many genuine marks of its being the ap- 

intment of Gop ; yet 1 find that it could not 
in its nature be intended for the religion of the 
world, becauſe ſeveral of its precepts were ſuch, 
as 
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as that by far the greateſt part of the world could 
not poſhbly comply with them. It was an in- 
ſtitution peculiar to one particular nation and 
country; and of conſequence as ſuch never did 
or could oblige the reſt of mankind. And as 
it was calculated for one peculiar people, ſo it 
appears to have been conſtituted for a time only: 
the books themſelves, which contain the accounts 
of it, intimating that the ſcepter ſpould depart 


from Judah; that another prophet ſhould be raiſed 


up like to Moſes ; and declaring that the days ſhould 
come, when GOD would make a new covenant with 
the houſe of Iſrael, and with the oy of Judah, 
not according to the covenant that he made with 
their fathers, when he took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt. Beſides this; 
there appear to be various prophecies relating to a 
more excellent and durable ſtate of things, ta 
commence under the government and reign of a 
particular perſon, foretold in different ages, de- 
ſcribed by various perſons, as to the time of his 
coming, the place of his birth, the nature of his 
works, his ſufferings and death, his reſurrection 
and kingdom, and other remarkable events that 
attended him. And as theſe predictions and cir- 
eumſtances do all center in Feſus Chriſt, I plainly 
diſcern that Judaiſm is fo far from demanding 
my ſubmiſſion to it, that it directs me to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and is accompliſhed and perfected in him. 
Upon all theſe accounts, I declare my ſelf to 
be a chriſtian; and am conſcious that I have not 
taken up the confeflion of ehriſtianity by chance, 
or in compliance with the cuſſom of my country, 
or merely thro* the force of education: But as 
my faith is the reſult of a ſerious examination and 
impartial enquiry ; and as I am perſuaded, that 
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its pretences to revelation and a divine original 
are ſupported. with all the ſtrength of argument 
and proof, that the nature of the thing will bear, 
or a reaſonable mind can deſire; I think it both 
my duty and intere/t to ſubmit to it as an inſti- 
tution from GOD, And till I can ſee the evi- 
dence of it diſproved, or the religion of Chriſt 
itſelf demonſtrated to be irrational and abſurd ; 
I am determined by the grace of Gop to hold 
faſt. my profeſſion to the end, ſeeking after the 
kingdom of everlaſting glory, by the practice 
of that righteouſneſs, which prepares for and 
leads toit; in a firm dependance upon the truth 
of that comfortable declaration of Jeſus Chriſt, 
That GOD fo loved the world, that he gave his 


only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, 


ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
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